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impurities had sunk to the bottom, leaving pure white solid
salt at the top. The impure portion of the block is separated
easily by a blow with a chisel. The pure salt may then

be ground to any degree of fineness required. The new

method is said to be much cheaper than the old one and
much more economical of time, taking hours only while the
old one required days. Another advantage is that by the fire
process the salt is freed from water and in this anhydrous
condition is very slow in absorbing moisture from the

atmosphere, so that no ingredients need be added to prevent
it from "caking." Some hundreds of tons have been

refined, tested, and analysed with, it is said, quite satis-

factory results, and works on a large scale are to be erected
where the new method can be carried on.
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KING EDWARD’S HOSPITAL FUND FOR LONDON.

IT will be remembered that in Lord Mount-Stephen’s letter
to the Prince of Wales which accompanied his recent

splendid donation to King Edward’s Hospital Fund he

expressed a hope that the friends of the fund would unite
in raising the further capital sum required to increase the
permanent income of the Fund to .B75,OOO a year, the income
from subscriptions being now estimated at the like sum. His

Royal Highness has now contributed .B500 himself and has
received from Lord Revelstoke a gift of &pound;500, from Mr.
Frederick M. Fry .6250, and from an anonymous donor &pound;1000
as contributions to this object.

THE DALRYMPLE HOME FOR INEBRIATES: AN
INTERESTING REPORT.

THE annual report of the Dalrymple Home for 1907 shows
a continuance of the steady progress which has marked the
history of this institution under the management of its

present medical superintendent, Mr. F. S. D. Hogg. During
the year 36 patients were received and 39 were discharged.
With regard to the patients received Mr. Hogg notes with
regret that only ten were inebriates certified under the Act,
the other 26 being private patients, over the duration of
whose stay under treatment the physician can exercise no
legal control. It is an extremely gratifying fact that, even
under these very unfavourable conditions, the after-history
of traceable cases should show so high a proportion as

62 per cent. under the rubric " doing well," while only
22 per cent. are returned as "not improved." It is interesting
to note that Mr. Hogg’s wide experience has satisfied him
that the sudden and complete stoppage of alcohol is not
attended by any of those risks to the health of habitual
drunkards which many people, and, as Mr. Hogg drily
observes, especially many patients, attribute to this drastic
method. On the contrary, he has found that appetite and
natural sleep are restored very much sooner when this mode
of treatment is followed than when the use of alcohol is

gradually discontinued. A matter on which Mr. Hogg lays
very special stress and regarding which he speaks with excep-
tional authority, is the pre3ent unsatisfactory state of the law
which so deplorably hampers the application of institutional
treatment to drunkards who do not possess the further

qualification of being criminals. As matters stand, a man
may be in a condition of chronic alcoholic or drug poisoning
or may be periodically in an unfit condition for decent

society, but so long as he avoids criminal acts and is not
persistently in such a state that he may be classed as insane,
he is free to squander his capital, to ruin himself and his
family, and to drink or to drug himself to death ; and unless
he decides to place himself under treatment nothing can be
done to save him. The remedy which Mr. Hogg advocates
is that inebriates of this class should be certified much in the
same way as lunatics are certified and that they should be
placed compulsorily under treatment before they have

financially, mentally, and physically foundered. We find

this simple plan reasonable ; something of the sort should
certainly be adopted when the Government fulfils its

promise of introducing legislation to amend the Inebriates
Acts. 
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THE MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOL
CHILDREN.

THE following are particulars of the course of lectures
and demonstrations which have been arranged to take place
at the rooms of the Incorporated Society of Medical Officers
of Health in London during Whit-week :-

Tuesday, June 9th.-3 P.M.: Opening Meeting in the rooms
of the Society, 1, Upper Montague-street, Russell-square,
London, W.C. Address by Dr. James Kerr, chief medical
officer of the London County Council Education Department.

Wednesday, June 10th.-11 A.M. : Lecture on "Medical
Inspection," by Dr. C. J. Thomas (L C.C. Education Depart-
ment). 2 P.M. : Visit to schools. 5.30 P M. : Lecture,
"Anthropometry," Dr. F. C. Shrubsall ; Physical Exercises,
Dr. Shrubsall.

Thursday, June llth.-10.30 A. M. : Demonstration of
Special Cases, Dr. Kerr (L.C.C. Education Offices).
11.30 A M. : Office Routine; Ringworm Examination, &c.,
Dr. Thomas (L.C.C. Education Offices). Visits to Schools.
2 30 P.M. : Lecture, " Eyes and Ears," Dr. Kerr. 3.30 P.M. :
Lecture, "School and Home; Infectious Diseases," Dr. H.
Meredith Richards. 5.30 P.M.: Lecture, "School Clinics,"
Dr. A. H. Hogarth.
Friday, June 12th.-10.30 A.M.: Demonstration at London

County Council Education Offices, Dr. Kerr. Visits to Schools.
Further arrangements are in contemplation.
An exhibition of appliances, outfits, record systems, office

requisites, and so on, will be open daily from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
All desirous of attending the lectures are requested to com-
municate with Mr. W. A. Lawton, at the offices of the

Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of Health, 1, Upper
Montague-street, Russell-square, London, W.C.

THE SIXTEENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF

MEDICINE AT BUDAPEST, 1909.

A MEETING of the National Committee for Great Britain
and Ireland of the Sixteenth International Congress of
Medicine was held at the rooms of the Medical Society of
London on May 28th, Dr. F. W. Pavy, F.R.S., being in the
chair. The National Committee was reconstituted by in-
corporating 22 new members with the former committee. It
was proposed by Mr. W. H. H. Jessop, seconded by Mr.
L. Eliot Creasy, and carried unanimously, that the officers
of the new committee should be Dr. Pavy, President, and Mr.
D’Arcy Power and Dr. Clive Riviere, honorary secretaries.
Letters were read from the general secretary of the Congress
stating that it would be held at Budapest from August 29th
to Sept. 4th, 1909, under the patronage of his Imperial and
Apostolic Royal Majesty Francis Joseph I. It was further

reported that certain changes had been made in the method
of obtaining scientific communications; no members or

societies had been invited directly to contribute but all

papers and discussions had been left to the initiative of

individuals. In these circumstances the National Committee

felt that it was necessary to urge those who proposed
to read papers to send in the titles to the general secretary
(Professor Emil Gr&oacute;sz, Esterhazy-utcza. 7, Budapest VIII.) as
soon as possible, because it is very desirable that the medical
profession in the United Kingdom should be adequately repre-
sented at the Congress. The work of the Congress is divided
into 21 sections of which the sixteenth section, Otology, is to
be held simultaneously with the Eighth International Congress
of Otology. The remaining sections are Anatomy and Embryo-
logy, Physiology, General and Experimental Pathology, Micro-
biology (Bacteriology) and Pathological Anatomy, Thera-

peutics, which includes Pharmacology, Physical Therapeutics
and Balneology, Internal Medicine, Surgery. Obstetrics and
Gynaecology, Ophthalmology, Diseases of Children, Diseases of


